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another, he was pleased when she wrote: 'If I ever had another
child, I would rather have it by you than any one else.'1

But was that true? The King sought consolation with another
woman, Kathinka, a Hofsangerin (Court Singer), who was married
to the actor Vespermann. Libellous rumours and gossip were rife in
Munich. The King, who was attracted by Kathinka's gaiety, her
childlike cheerful nature, and her entrancing beauty, defended her
in poems. He visited her frequently; he was enchanted and she
was flattered and pleased. He soon begged for her friendship, used
the familiar 'thou' in speaking to her, and asked her to do the same
and to call him by his Christian name, begging her to be entirely
frank in everything. The King's admiration embarrassed the
actress. She was expecting a child by her husband, was as nervous
and excitable as Ludwig himself, who even lost his temper with
her at times, only to apologize afterwards by writing long letters
To Katinka, enchanting Katinka'. One poem after another was
written to her:

'Queen of Muses, thou the rarest

In the God of Love's domain,

Of thy sisters thou, the fairest,

In the realm of Art dost reign/2

The King wished to be her friend for life and begged her 'to
preserve their union for ever*.

The Queen watched this new flirtation with deep anxiety and
pain. His affairs with actresses were particularly abhorrent to
her, as such persons were more in the public eye and their relations
could not be kept secret for long. Moreover their social standing
at that time was not good. Therese knew that reproaches would
not avail: as usual at such times, she withdrew herself from her
husband and treated him with greater coldness. That, she knew
from experience, had far more effect than if she were to make
scenes.

In spite of all that was happening in France, the peace of Bavaria
had not yet been disturbed. The fear remained that unrest
might still come, and the constant warning of Metternich, who
declared that Ludwig had turned his kingdom into a veritable
'asylum for pamphleteers',3 began to have more weight with the

1 Marchesa Florenzi to Ludwig I, Colombella, 28th October, 1830. No. 453.
Munich H.A.
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3 Metternich's instructions to Trauttmansdorff, 19th February, 1830. Vienna
St.A. See also Stern's GescUchte Europas, III, 240.